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Bob Rubin has established, both as our Na-
tional Economic Adviser and as a Secretary
of Treasury, a standard of public service that
is the envy of every American who loves his
or her country and would like to serve.

I thank Larry Summers for carrying it on
today and for the work that he did. Bob used
to say that Larry thought up what they were
going to do, and Bob presented it better. But
they were a great team. [Laughter] And
Larry does a pretty good job of presenting
himself now.

We’ve had a wonderful run here because
of your service. You know, yesterday we an-
nounced that the budget surplus this year
was going to be $211 billion. When we leave
office, we will have paid down nearly $400
billion of national debt. Over the next 10
years, we think the on-budget surplus will
be $1.9 trillion and that we’ll be debt-free
by 2012, giving America, for a generation,
lower interest rates, mortgage rates, college
loan rates, more businesses and more jobs.
It’s a pretty good legacy, Mr. Secretary, and
we thank you.

Now, before you come up, I just want to
say one other thing. Larry said this, but it
is true. We were having this meeting about
the Mexican debt crisis on your first night.
And we had already checked Chairman
Greenspan’s temperature about this. [Laugh-
ter] And so in comes Rubin with this, you
know, ‘‘Gee, shucks, golly. I mean, what do
I know? I just made a gazillion dollars on
Wall Street, and you were some Governor
of a small southern State. I mean, what do
I know?’’ [Laughter] ‘‘And I mean, so what
if it’s 81-15 against us. You know, every now
and then you’ve just got to step up.’’

Actually, it was a no-brainer. We made the
decision collectively in about 5 minutes. And
then we talked for another half hour to make
it look good, so it would be respectable when
we had to write about it later on in our mem-
oirs. [Laughter] But it worked out okay. And
then we had, in a way, a more complex job
when the financial contagion struck in Asia
in ’97 and ’98. But you worked really hard
to make that work right. And it did. So I’m
very grateful for that, as well.

The last thing I’d like to say is, I think
the important way we can honor you is not
to squander but to make the most of this

moment. We didn’t get here by accident. We
got here, in no small measure, because of
the strategy you devised. And I hope we can
continue to honor it. I think we ought to take
the Medicare taxes off budget. I think we
ought to keep paying down the debt. I hope
that we can make an agreement with the
Congress now for a good prescription drug
program and appropriate tax relief that leaves
plenty of money left so they can debate it
in this campaign but nothing that will in any
way affect our overall commitment to fiscal
discipline and paying down the debt.

And you have left us a legacy, Bob, that
keeps on giving, just like you keep on giving.
We all love you, and we thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:54 a.m. at the
U.S. Department of the Treasury. In his remarks,
he referred to Judy and Gretchen Rubin, wife and
daughter-in-law of Mr. Rubin; former U.S. Trade
Representative and former Secretary of Com-
merce Michael (Mickey) Kantor; former President
and Chairman of the Export-Import Bank Ken-
neth D. Brody; former U.S. Ambassador to Russia
Robert Strauss; former Secretary of the Treasury
Lloyd Bentsen; and musicians B.B. King and
Jimmy Buffett. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Mr. Rubin.

Statement on Expanding Access to
Smoking Cessation Programs

June 27, 2000

Today the Surgeon General is releasing
updated guidelines, compiled by top public
and private sector experts, to help more peo-
ple overcome their tobacco addiction and to
give health care professionals an important
tool to help their patients quit using tobacco
products. Tobacco addiction and related
health disorders pose one of the greatest
public health threats facing our Nation today.
Over 400,000 Americans die every year from
tobacco related diseases—more than AIDS,
illegal drugs, alcohol, fires, car accidents,
murders, and suicides combined.

While more than 25 percent of U.S. adults
smoke, studies show that 70 percent of them
would like to quit. To build on the new
guidelines and progress we have already
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made to help Federal personnel stop smok-
ing, today I am issuing an Executive memo-
randum directing all Federal departments
and agencies to: encourage their employees
to stop, or never start, smoking; provide in-
formation on proven smoking cessation treat-
ments and practices; and describe assistance
they can provide to help their personnel quit
smoking. I am also directing the agencies to
review their current tobacco cessation pro-
grams using the updated guidelines, and to
report on their effectiveness and opportuni-
ties for enhancement to the Director of the
Office of Personnel Management.

Finally, I urge Congress to enact my budg-
et proposal to ensure that every State Med-
icaid program covers both prescription and
nonprescription smoking cessation drugs—
helping millions of low income Americans
gain access to medical treatments that would
help them break their addiction to tobacco.

NOTE: This statement was embargoed for release
until 4 p.m.

Memorandum on Expanding Access
to Smoking Cessation Programs
June 27, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: Expanding Access to Smoking
Cessation Programs

Statistics from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention show that smoking-
related diseases claim more than 400,000
lives annually and cost the United States tens
of billions of dollars in medical expenses and
lost productivity. Smoking-related diseases
devastate our families and communities by
contributing to the premature deaths of our
husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, siblings,
and close friends. As we now know, the vast
majority of adult smokers begin smoking as
children, and most become addicted to nico-
tine. Research also shows that more than 70
percent of adult smokers would like to quit
smoking.

On August 9, 1997, I issued Executive
Order 13058, establishing a smoke-free envi-
ronment for the more than 1.8 million civil-
ian Federal employees and members of the

public visiting or using Federal facilities. In
that order, I encouraged agencies to establish
programs to help employees stop smoking.
And in 1998, the Office of Personnel Man-
agement (OPM) conducted a survey to deter-
mine what steps agencies had taken to help
employees stop smoking. The results of that
survey showed that a majority of those who
responded had smoking cessation programs
in place at the worksite or were planning to
initiate them.

For example, due to our efforts, 1.4 million
members of the armed forces and their fami-
lies have benefited from Department of De-
fense initiatives that have provided them with
smoke free workplaces and readily accessible
smoking cessation programs. The Postal
Service’s more than 800,000 employees and
their customers have enjoyed smoke free en-
vironments since 1993.

Today, the Department of Health and
Human Services’ (HHS) Public Health Serv-
ice released new tobacco cessation guidelines
that reflect the latest research on treating to-
bacco use and addiction. These guidelines
will enable clinicians, employers, insurers,
health benefits managers, and others to em-
ploy programs and therapies that have been
proven effective, and help prevent more un-
necessary tobacco-related illnesses and
deaths. These new guidelines will also serve
as a valuable resource for evaluating and im-
proving current programs, including those
offered by Federal agencies.

We need to build on our progress. There-
fore, I direct the head of each executive de-
partment and agency (agency) to send a mes-
sage to all personnel that (1) encourages
them to stop smoking or never to start; (2)
describes assistance the agency can provide
in helping them quit smoking; (3) provides
information on proven smoking cessation
treatments and practices; and (4) encourages
participation in the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Great American Smokeout scheduled
for November 16, 2000.

In addition, I direct all agencies to review
their current tobacco cessation programs and
to provide a report on their achievements
and effectiveness to the Director of OPM 60
days from the date of this memorandum. In
conducting these reviews, agencies should


